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"Where flowers bloom,

so does hope."
 

Lady Bird Johnson
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WHAT TO PLANT IN JULY

From seed: Amaranth, Black
Eyed Peas, Corn, Malabar
Spinach, New Zealand Spinach,
Okra, Pumpkin, Summer
Squash, Winter Squash,
Cataloupe, Watermelon

From plants: Eggplant,
Peppers, Tomatoes

BEEHIVE UPDATE

Roger Grape and I installed our
bees into their new home on
May 13th, and so far they are
thriving! Harper Bee, thus
crowned by the winner of our
recent Name the Queen Bee
contest, is hard at work laying
eggs, and the worker bees are
busy building comb, gathering



THANK YOU TO PHILLIP!

A big thank you to Phillip (plot
12) for donating his unused
tumbling composter to the
garden, bringing our grand total
up to four! A few composting
reminders:

Remember to give the bins
a spin or two as you go
about your gardening
Add brown material along
with your green materials
Tear or cut up your plant
waste as small as possible
before adding to the bins --
this will greatly speed up
the process
Give them some water if it's
been very dry recently
I know it's a bit of pain, but
please weedwack or hand
cut weeds that grow under
and around the bins. Where
weeds are undisturbed, fire
ants flourish!

SUMMER COVER CROPS

nectar and pollen, raising the
young, and all the other myriad
tasks that go on inside a hive.

For the time being I am doing my
weekly hive inspections on
Tuesday mornings. Please email
me if you are interested in
arranging a "ride-along" to see
what's going on in there up
close! We have an extra suit and
gloves specifically for this
purpose. (See our Amazon wish
list if you would like to help us
out with procuring a couple of
suits for kids!)

NAME THAT PLANT!

For knowing that these hard,
fuzzy things were fresh almonds
(Prunus dulcis) Deika (plot 7)
wins the $10 gift card to BSN!
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Heat got you down? Have travel
plans that won't allow you to
enjoy all those fruits of your
labor? Did your tomatoes just
take a fatal blow from leaf-footed
bugs, or did your squash plants
succumb to cut worms?

Whatever the reason, if you're
looking for a reset button, or a
temporary way to take a bit of a
breather, have you considered
planting a summer cover crop?
Plants such as buckwheat,
clover, and black-eyed peas fix
nitrogen into your soil,
rejuvenating tired soil with fresh
nutrients and helping prepare
your plot for successful fall
planting. These crops will still
need to be watered -- especially
at the beginning while seeds are
still germinating, and aggressive
weeds like bermudagrass still
can't be ignored -- but it's
something to consider. Here's a
short video by John Dromgoole

The contest is taking a month
off. Our year of BSN prize
sponsorship has ended, so I am
working on lining up a new
benefactor.

UPCOMING EVENTS

Saturday, July 1: Water
Conservation for the Backyard
Gardener at the Natural
Gardener, 10am

Sunday, July 2: Intro to Organic
Veggie Gardening at the Natural
Gardener, 10am

Monday, July 10: Austin
Organic Gardeners' Club hosts
Gardening Q&A at the Zilker
Botanical Garden

Saturday, July 23: Lady Bird
Day at the Wildflower Center.
Free admission, special events
for the whole family

Wednesday, July 27: Take Your
Houseplant For A Walk Day

Tuesday, July 25: Free Starting
Seeds Indoors workshop at the
Natural Gardener, 10am



about summer cover crops. If
you try it, let us know how it
works!

TITLE SPOTLIGHT

Feeling stuck in a veggie rut?
Check out this brand-new title
from Elizabeth Orsini, which
features 250 mouth-watering
vegetarian recipes -- from
appetizers and sauces to mains
and sauces --  that prove that
grills are for so much more than
burgers.

COMPOST BIN CONVERSION

We were lucky enough to score
a few hours of community
service hours from a local teen a
few weeks ago. He began the
process of converting our old
compost bin into a standing
garden plot! Still to do is: (1)
remove weeds at the bottom of
the remaining two-thirds of the
structure -- and put in a yard
bag, not in the tumbling compost
bins, (2) install boards to cover
the mesh at each open end, and
(3) fill the remainder of the space
with fresh soil and compost. If
you have some time and energy
to spare, feel free to chip in with
any or all of these steps! I'm not
keen on the idea of an official
work day until cooler weather
comes, so as much of this we
can do piecemeal as possible,
the better. (But if you know of
any strong teenagers looking for
a few hours of community
service this summer, please
contact me!) Thanks, everyone!

FRIENDLY REMINDERS

Please don't add weeds (bermuda grass, nut sedge, etc.) to our
compost. It doesn't get hot enough to kill the seeds. Put them in a
yard bag instead.



The big trash can near the compost is to store dry, or brown,
compost material. Feel free to bring dry leaves, pine needles,
ripped up cardboard, etc. and keep in the can so we can keep our
compost properly balanced. (It has holes drilled on the bottom so
if rain gets in, it won't stay there and rot our material.)
Newsletter contributions welcome! (Recipes, growing tips, photos,
articles, etc.) Send to alex@westbanklibrary.com
To communicate with your fellow gardeners, use the listserv
address friends@westbankgarden.org
If you fill up a yard bag, you can either bring it home (if your
neighborhood has yard waste pickup), or leave it by the front gate
and Alex will take it. Thank you!
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